
Cartagena de Indias 

Gender
Cartagena de Indias was a central point of the slave trade in South and central

America. Buyers and agents were coming from far away to buy slaves. This is why

men and women were brought to Cartagena. It was a sugarcane producing and

precious metal mining area (especially gold). In Cartagena de Indias, over 1.1 million

captive Africans entered the docks to be presented in some markets. The choice

about gender was made during the market.

An estimated 12 million africans crossed the Atlantic to South America and 

America in the slave trade and Plaza de los Coches became an authorized center 

for the children slavery. Adults and children were unwilling participants within 

the slave trade that had a variety of  sources. Children found themselves enslaved 

as prisoners of warfare and in some parts, kidnapping was a very popular recruit 

method for children. The recruiters did not really care about the age, as they 

recruited  whoever they could.
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