WonrLp War 1T

WORLD WAR IT World War Il in Asia was very

different from the war in Europe. The Asian experi- -

ence included Japanese colonial expansion into the
Asian mainland, which preceded the involvement of
European and North American nations, as well as the
civil war in China. For some Asian nations, the world-
wide aspect of the war was secondary to their own con-
flicts with Japan.

The war came at a time when some nations were in-
volved either in the war in Europe or in other demo-
graphic upheavals, such as the Soviet Union’s relocation
of ethnic Koreans (who had fled from Japanese-
occupied Korea into eastern Siberia) to Uzbekistan. In
this instance, some 190,000 Koreans were moved west.
Although many ethnic Russians had also been relo-
cated to the Central Asian republics from the 1880s
on as a means to counter growing Islamic influence
there, such relocations were not part of Soviet wartime
relocation policy.

Japanese Expansionism

The "War in the Pacific,” as the conflict is known
in many Asian countries, took place from 1939 to 1945.
However, the military actions and colonial efforts that
set the stage for this period began with the termina-
tion of World War I. At the end of that war, Japan
had acquired territories in China and the Pacific for-
merly held by Germany. (Japan’s expansionist policy
had begun even before World War I, with the acqui-
sition of Taiwan following Japan’s victory in the Sino-
Japanese War of 18941895 and the annexation of
Korea in 1910.) Japan’s aim was one of strategic se-
curity, a "Greater Fast Asia Coprosperity Sphere"
stretching some 1,600 kilometers from the Japanese
islands, which would remove the Western powers
from Asia. Western imperialism had undermined
China, and by the mid-1930s, Japan had begun to re-
move Western influence there by dividing China
through the establishment of a puppet government in
Manchuria. However, open armed conflict in China
escalated in 1937.

In July of that year, Japanese forces attacked Peip-
ing (modern Beijing); they attacked Shanghai in Au-
gust. At that time, Japan was fighting the forces of the
Nationalist government of China; the Nationalists
leaned more toward the West in matters of trade and
foreign policy than did the Chinese Communists, the
Nationalists’ adversaries. Unable to stop the Japanese,
the Nationalists retreated westward to the city of
Nanking (modern Nanjing), where in December
Japanese forces captured the city and massacred some
300,000 civilian residents, The "Rape of Nanking,"
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more than any event, brought about international con-
demnation of Japan’s expansion into Asia and shaped
the policies of Japan’s opponents.

In Southern Asia, the war came to India as a con-
sequence of British rule there. When Great Britain de-
clared war on Germany, the Indian viceroy did the
same, but the Indian Congress did not support him,
While war raged in East Asia and Europe, India was
at first little more than a source of men for the African
front and for the Bridsh in Singapore as well as a sup-
ply base for operations in the Middle East.

India’s situation changed with the Japanese attacks
in the Pacific and on the Asian mainland. Indian sol-
diers who had been sent to reinforce British territo-
ries in East Asia were killed or captured by the
Japanese once fighting began, leading India to return
to British allegiance, at least in the short term.

U.S. Enuy

At this time, the United States was stll formally
neutral and was selling Japan steel and oil, materials
Japan needed for its military expansion. America had
accepted Japan’s annexation of the Xorean peninsula,
and in the United States, ethnic Korcans were con-
sidered to be Japanese. The American focus was on
the growing conflict in Europe, not Asia, While the
United States provided some assistance to the Na-
tionalist Chinese, the Soviet Union actwally provided
China more operational support with Soviet aircraft
and pilots until 1939, when those assets were recalled
to fight Germany. The major U.S. support to China
after that was the effort to construct the Burma Road
from Lashio, Burma (present-day Myanmar), to Kun-
ming, China, begun in 1938 to provide a western route
into China for military supplies. U.S. policy at the time
was to avoid conflict in the Pacific, because conflict
there would divert assets from the Adantic, Only in
1940, in response to further Japanese expansion in
China, did the United States institute an economic
embargo of oil and steel against Japan. This was ex-
panded in mid-1941 to a complete end to all trade with
Japan; Japan then had to seize the sources of materi-
als necessary for its strategic survival,

In Southeast Asia, Japan had continued its program
of replacing Western influence with its own. The
French colonial government in Indochina (Vietnain,
Laos, and Cambodia) capitulated to Japan in 1940,
after France fell to Germany. Thailand accepted
Japan’s presence in the region as a means of reacquir-
ing territory lost to Cambodia, Laos, and Malaya. The
outhreak of armed conflict with Western forces in
December 1941 led to the occupation of Malaya
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CREATING THE AXIS POWERS

The Mutual Assistance Pact signed by Japan, Germany, and Lialy in Berlin on
27 Sepetember 1940 created the so-called Axis Powers and ceded control of
Asia to Japan.

The Governments of Japan, Germany, and Ttaly, considering it as
the condition precedent of any lasting peace that all nations of the
world be given each its own proper place, have decided to stand
by and co-operate with one another in regard to their efforts in
Creater Fast Asia and the regions of Europe respectively wherein
it is their prime purpose to establish and maintain a new order of
things calculated to promote mutual prosperity and welfare of the
people concerned.

Furthermore, it is the desire of the three Governments to extend
co-operation to such nations in other spheres of the world as may
be inclined to put forth endeavors along lines simnilar to their own,
in order that their ultimate aspirations for world peace may thus
. be realized. Accordingly, the Governments of Japan, Germany and
Traly have agreed as follows:

Article 1. Japan recognizes and respects the leadership of Germany
and Italy in the establishment of a new order in Europe.

Article 1. Germany and Ttaly recognize and respect the leadership
of Japan in the establishment of a new order in Greater East Asia.

Asticle IIL. Japan, Germany and Italy agree to co-operate in their
efforts on the aforesaid lines. They further undertake to assist
one another with all political, economic and military means when
one of the three Contracting Parties is attacked by a power at pre-
sent not involved in the European War or in the Sino-Japanese
Conflict.

Article TV, With a view to implementing the present Pact, joint
“Fechnical Commissions the members of which are to be appointed
by the respective Govermmnents of Japan, Germany and Italy will
meet without delay.

Artide V. Japan, Germany and Italy affirm that the aforesaid
terms do not in any way affect the political status which exists
at present as between each of the three Contracting Parties and
Soviet Russia.

Article VI. The present Pact shall come into effect immediately
upon signature and shall remain in force for ten years from the
date of its coming into force.

At proper titne before the expiration of the said term the High
Contracting Parties shall, at the request of any one of them, en-
ter into negotiations for its renewal.

Source: Far East Year Book. (1941) Tokyo: Far East Yearbook,
93-94.
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(modern Malaysia), Burma; and the Dutch East Indies
(present-day Indonesia) and began the conquest of the
Philippines.

While the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 7
December 1941 is viewed by most Americans as the
beginning of World War IT in Asia, this event came
thirty-one years after the annexation of Korea, ten
years after the establishment of Japanese rule in north-
ern China, four years after the massacre at Nanking
(INanjing), and a year after much of Southeast Asia had
come under Japanese domination. To Japan, however,
the initiation of armed conflict against the United
States was in response to an undeclared war that the
United States had inidated with its embargo of crit-
cal materials. -

Early Japanese Successes

Japan's attack on Western holdings in Asia and the
Pacific resulted in wemendous early successes. Amer-
ican military power in Hawaii was blunted, Hong
Kong fell, Burma and the Philippines were taken, and
at the far reaches of Japanese power, islands in Alaska’s
Aleutian chain, the Solomon Islands, and the Gilbert
Islands were captured. The Solomon and the Gilbert
Islands consolidated Japan’s holdings acquired by
League of Nations mandate after World War 1. By
mid-1942, the Western powers were close to defeat in
Asia and the Pacific. However, the same technologi-
cal forces that had permitted Japan’s rapid military ex-
pansion began to work in favor of the Allied forces,
due in part to what must be considered a stroke of Inck
that took place before the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Change in U.S. Naval Strategy

Before December 1941, U.S. naval strategy had
been based on the use of battleships in naval combat,
but after Pearl Harbor, the aircraft carrier became the
linchpin of U.S. naval strategy. ‘The aircraft carrier was
an untested experiment undl it was used with tremen-
dous success by the Japanese navy. At the time of the
Japanese attack, the U.S, Navy’s three aircraft carriers
were out of port, but its battleships were at Pearl Har-
bor, where they were destroyed. This forced the
United States to adopt a naval strategy based on the
aircraft carrier for the Pacific theater of operations,
because the primary focus of the war effort was still
Europe and replacements for its battleships would not
be available for some time. The new strategy would
have to counter the advances Japan had already made
in the Pacific and would rely on America’s industrial
capacity (once mobilized), technological advantage,
and innovative tactics.
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Japan’s strategy, however, had been one of quick
successes that would give it the advantage in establish-
ing dominance over East Asia before the United States
and the Western powers could retaliate. Japan’s prime
minister, General Tojo Hideki (1884-1948), had no
misperceptions regarding America’s capacity; even he
recognized that a long conflict would work against
Japan’s long-term goals, As the Allied forces became
able to maintain their holdings and then to advance to-
ward the Japanese home islands, the resources avail-
able to the Allies (and denied to *the Japanese),
technology, and tactics swung in favor of the Allies.

Battle for China

On the Asian mainland, however, Japan was still the
dominant force. In China, the Nationalists under Chi-
ang Kai-shek (1887-1975) and the Communists under
Mao Zedong (1893-1976) had been at odds since
1926, and this competition at times undermined Chi-
nese efforts to defeat the Japanese. While Chinese
forces avoided complete defeat at Shanghai in 1932,
Japan was able to establish a puppet government jn
Manchuria {called Manchuguo). Chiang spent the next
five years building up his Nationalist army, while the
Communists withdrew to northwest China on the
Long March (1934-1935) from Jiangxi province to
Shaanxi province, covering approximately 9,600 kilo-
meters. Mao rebuile his forces over the next year and
sought a united effort of both Communists and Na-
tionalists against the Japanese. Chiang, however,
songht to defeat the Communists first, then deal with
the Japanese. In late 1936, Chiang was kidnapped by
one of his own generals while on a visit to Xi’an, and
as a condition of his release he had to agree to work
with the Communists to fight the Japanese. Subse-
quently, Japanese forces dramatically increased their
efforts, leading to the Nanking Massacre and to vic-
tories at Wuhan and Guangzhou (Canton) in 1938,

Even as both Chinese factions worked against the
Japanese, their efforts were seen as a means for each to
dominate the other. Chiang believed that the Japanese
would wear down the Communists so that he would
be able to deal with them after the Japanese were de-
feated, and Mao viewed Nationalist action against the
Japanese as a2n opportunity for his Communist forces
to rest. Both sides expanded their forces in preparation
for a civil war once the Japanese were defeated.

U.S. support for China began only after years of
fighting by Chinese forces, but in March 1941 the
Lend-Lease Program (which had been used to support
European nations fighting against Hitler since 1939)
was extended to China. This and other aid were sig-
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On 13 April 1941 Japan and the Soviet Union
signed the Neutrality Pact between Japan and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. For the Japan-
ese the benefit of Soviet neutrality was a reduced
threat to their holdings in China and Korea.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and His
Majesty the Emperor of Japan, guided by a
desire to strengthen peacefal and friendly
relations between the two countries, decided
to conclude a pact of neutrality, for the pur-
pose of which they appointed as their repre-
sentatives:

Tor the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Vy-
acheslay Molotov, Chairman of the Council of
People’s Cominissars and People’s Commissar
for Foreign Affairs.

For His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, Yosuke
Matsuoka, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ju San
Min, Cavalier of the Order of the Sacred Trea-
sure, First Class; and Yoshitsugu Tatekawa,
Ambassador Fxtraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary in the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, Lieut. Gen., Ju San Min, Cavalier of
the Order of the Rising Sun, First Class, and
the Order of the Golden Kite, Fourth Class.

Who, after the exchange of their credentials,
which were found in due and proper form,
agreed on the following:

Article L. Both Contracting Parties undertake
to maintain peaceful and friendly relations be-
cween them and mutually respect the tesritor-

JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION NEUTRALITY PACT

WorLD War I

jal integrity and inviolability of the other Con-
tracting Party.

Article I Should one of the Contracting Par-
ties become the object of hostilities on the part
of ane or several third Powers, the other Con-
tracting Party will observe neutrality through-
out the duration of the conflict.

Article T, ‘The present Pact comes into force
from the day of its ratification by both Con-
tracting Parties and remains valid for five
years. In case neither of the Contracting Par-
des denounces the Pact one year before the ex-
piration of the term, it will be considered
antomatically prolonged for the next five years.

Article IV. The present Pact is subject to rat-
ification as soon as possible, Instruments of
ratifications shall be exchanged in Tokyo as
soon as possible.

In confirmation whereof the above-named
representatives signed the present Pact in two
copies, drawn up in the Russian and Japanese
languages, and affixed thereto their seals.

Done in Moscow, April 13, 1941, which cot-
responds to the 13th day of the 4th month of
the 16th year of Showa.

Signed by:

Molotav

Yosuke Matsuoka

Yoshitsugu Tatekawa

Source: Harold S. Quigley. (1942) Far Eastern

War: 1937-1941. Bostomn: World Peace
Toundation, 296.

nificantly éxpanded after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor eight months later.

Broadening of the War

“The attack on the U.S. base in Hawaii dramatically
changed the war for Japan. Despite its eatly successes
in late 1941 and 1942, Japan lacked the resources nec-
essary for a long war. An early attack on Tokyo made
by American bombers launched from an aircraft carrier
in April 1942 unnerved Japan. This raid, led by Lieu-
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tenant-Colonel James Doolitde, was launched primat-
ily for psychological reasons. For the United States, it
provided some good news after a succession of defeats;
for Japan, it showed that not even Tokyo was safe.

The new aircraft cartier—based U.S. strategy, in-
stead of being oriented solely against Japanese naval
forces, used "island-hopping” as a means of advancing
on the Japanese home islands. After the United States
defeated Japanese naval forces at the battle of Midway
and at Guadalcanal in 1942, Allied forces moved
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THE YALTA AGREEMENT

On 4-11 Febrvary 1945 Winston Churchill of
Great Brirain, Franklin Roosevelt of the United
States, and Josef Stalin of the Soviet Union met
at Yalta in the Crimea to discuss post~World War
1T Europe. They also agreed secretly that the So-
viet Union would attack Japan and would regain
territory taken by Japan as detailed below.

The leaders of the three Great Powers—the
Soviet Union, the United States of America
and Great Briwin-—have agreed that in two or
three months after Germany has surrendered
and the war in Europe has terminated the So-
viet Union shall enter into the war against
Japan on the side of the Allies on the condi-
tion that:

1. The status quo in Outer Mongolia {The
Mongolian People’s Republic) shall be pre-
served;

2, The former rights of Russia violated by the
treacherous attack of Japan in 1904 shall be ve-
stored, viz:

(2) the southern part of Sakhalin as well
as all the istands adjacent to it shalt be re-
turned to the Soviet Union.

{b} the commercial part of Dairen shall be
internationalized, the preeminent interests
of the Soviet Union in this port being safe-
guarded and the lease of Port Arthur as a
naval base of the USSR be restored.

{c) the Chinese Fastern Railroad and the
South Manchurian Railroad which provides
an outlet to Dairen shall be jeintdy oper-
ated by the establishment of a joint Soviet-
Chinese Company, it being understood
that the preeminent interests of the Soviet
Union shall be safeguarded and that China
shall retain full sovereignty in Mongolia;

3. The Kuril Islands shall be handed over to
the Soviet Union.

It is understood that the agreement concern-
ing Outer Mongolia and the ports and railroads
referred to above will require concurrence of
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. The Presi-
dent will take measures in order to obtain this
concurrence on advice from Marshal Stalin.

The heads of the three Great Powers have
agreed that these claims of the Soviet Union
shall be unquestionably fulfilled after Japan has
been defeated.

For its part the Soviet Union expresses its
readiness to conclude with the National Gov-
ernment of China a pact of friendship and al-
liance between the USSR and China in order
to render assistance to China with its armed
forces Tor the purpose of liberating China from
the Japanese yoke.

Source: Occupation of Japan: Policy and Progress.
{1946) Washington, D.C.; U.S. Department
of State.

through the Gilbert Isfands and New Guinea in 1943,
then on to the Marianas Islands and the Philippines
in 1944. By attacking Japanese strong points that
might threaten Allied operations and seizing those is-
lands necessary for operatons while bypassing others,
the Allied forces were able to prepare for what wonld
have been the final assault on Japan in 1945.

Farther west, the Japanese imperial army had
opened a front to invade Burma to counter American
and British activides there. This expanded in mid-1944
to an effort to defeat the Bridsh and Indian forces in
east India, resulting in the overextension of Japanese
supply lines and the eventual destruction of the Japan-
ese Fifteenth Army.
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Also in 1944, a volunteer corps of American fliers
in China, known as the "Flying Tigers," began to at-
tack Japanese forces there. Although the Flying Tigers
diverted Japanese attenton away from the fight with
Chinese forces, Chiang Kai-shek did not capitalize on
the diversion, much to the irritation and anger of the
senior American in China, Brigadier General Joseph
Stillwell. The friction between Chiang and Sdllwell
soon caused President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-
1945) to recall Stillwell to the United States.

By 1945, a campaign of strategic bombing of Japan-
ese cities was being waged from island bases in the Pa-
cific. Massed attacks by the U.S. Air Force targeted both
Japanese military forces and cities and resulted in tens
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of thousands of civilian casualties and massive destruc-
tion (as had the Allied attacks against German cities).
“The firebombing of Tokyo on the evening of 9 March
1945, for example, killed up to 120,000 Japanese. The
U.S. doctrine at the time was one of "total war” against
the Japanese population, in preparation for a final Al-
Jied push against Japan, which was to be a massive am-
phibious assault against the islands of Kyushu
(Operation Olympic) in December 1945 and Honshu
(Operation Coronet) in March 1946. These assaults
were to use forces made available by the defeat of Ger-
many, forces that, in many cases, already were in tran-
sit to the Pacific region. As many as 5 million soldiers,
primarily American, would have been involved. The So-
viet Union would also take partin the invasion of Japan.

Planning for Operation Olympic had begun in 1944
as Allied forces moved toward Japan. By early 1945 it
was estimated that approximately 300,000 Japanese sol-
diers were on the Japanese islands; by August this esti-
inate had risen to over a half million, including 2
significant number of combat units. The U.S. experi-
ence jn attacking islands held by the Japanese was that
Japanese soldiers and civilians would fight to the death
to avoid capture, resulting in very heavy casualties in-
flicted on U.S. forces. Estimates for the invasion were
as high as 1 million Allied casualties and possibly three
times that number of Japanese. The losses for Japan
would include both military and civilian personnel and
might well have resulted in the end of Japan as a nation.

End of the War )

Discussions regarding the Allied focus on Japan were
held by the leaders of the United States, the Soviet
Union, and Great Britain in February 1945 at Yalta in
the Crimea, ‘This conference resulted in an agreement
that the Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan
once Germany was defeated, and that upon Japan’s de-
feat, those areas in China formerly held by Russia but
captured by Japan in 1904 would be turned over to the
Soviet Union, President Roosevelt kept the agreement
secret from even Vice President Harry Truman
(1884-1972) on his return from Yalta, but Roosevelt
died within two months. The decision to proceed with
the plaris made earlier then fell on Truman.

Traman met with the British prime minister Win-
ston Churchill (1875-1975) and the Soviet premiet
Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) at Potsdam, Germany, in
TJuly 1945 to discuss further the treatment and disar-
mament of Japan once it had been defeated. While at
Potsdam, Truman learned of the successful test of a
new weapon that might shorten the war. That weapon
was the atomic bomb. He informed Churchill of the
weapon, but not Stalin.
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The atomic bomb used against Japan eliminated the
need for the invasion, On 6 August 1945 a single air-
craft dropped a single ten-thousand-pound bomb on
the Japanese city of Hiroshima, resutting in an explo-
sion equal to twenty thousand tons of conventional ex-
plosives. Hiroshima had been chosen because it was
an industrial target that had not been damaged by ear-
lier attacks, which would permit estimations of the
hormb's effectiveness. The bomb instantly killed some
130,000 people, injured as many, and destroyed four-
fifths of the buildings in the city. Three days later, a
second atomic bomb was dropped on the Japanese city
of Nagasaki. By that time, the Soviet Union had de-
clared war on Japan and invaded Manchuria.

Although the two weapons used on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki instantly killed approximately 200,000 peo-
ple and thousands subsequently died from injuries and
radiation poisoning, these attacks had not been as
damaging as the combined earlier attacks on other ma-
jor cities. For President Trumap, the atomic bomb was
simply a weapon of war, not an clement of a greater
strategy. Its use worked; on 14 August, the Japanese
government accepted the guidelines of the Potsdam
Dedclaration. The Soviets refused to accept the Japan-
ese proposal, because it did not contain an order to
the Japanese military to surrender; only the official
signing of the documents on 2 September 1945 was
accepted by the Soviet Union.

The War in the Pacific cost over 11 million Chi-
nese and 2.5 million Japanese lives, plus countless oth-
ers in the occupied nations of the region. Casualties
among the Allied forces—the United States, Great
Britain, Australia, New 7ealand, India, and Canada——
were comparatively light; approximately 200,000 were
Lilled in Asia, the majority of whom were Amerjcan,

Thomas P. Dolan
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WU  An estimated 85 million people, living pre-
dominantly in the provincial-level municipality of
Shanghai as well as in the Zhejiang and Jiangsu
Provinces in China, speak the various dialects of Wh.
The Wau speakers in Jiangsu Province live primarily
south of the Chang (Yangtze) River. A few enclaves of
Wh speakers are located at the north of the mouth of
this river.

The W region is different in a variety of ways from
the other regions in which the major Sinitic sublan-
guages hold sway. In the W region, there are several
culture centers, whereas in the other sublanguage
groups, there is one major "local” capital. This is a pop-
ulation center that sets the cultural as well as linguistic
pattern for the rest of the group. For example, the Yue
have Guangzhou, while the Minnan of Fujian Province
have Xiamen. The scattered Hakka also look to Meix-
jan as their geographic, cultural, and linguistic center.

Tn comparison, the Wu people arc far more diverse.
Shanghai, the sublanguage’s largest population center,
does not really play the role of the center for the Wu
people, because it is a new city, relatively speaking,
and is subject to Western influences. Furthermore, the
population in Shanghai has come from various Wu-
speaking districts as well as from Nanjing and beyond.
Centers such as Suzhou, Hangzhou, and Shaoxing
have all played major roles in the history of the W,
but none can truly be said to be its center.

The W people are also different from other Chi-
nese in that they would not usually describe their
subethnic identities in terms of their province of ori-
gin. This is because only the southern third of Jiangsu
Province js Wu speaking. There is great diversity in
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Zhejiang Province itself and the people are not all Wu
speakers. So the Wu people of Zhejiang have tended
to identify themselves by their native prefectures,
which are subprovincial political units. Unlike the Yue,
Hakka, and Min people to the south, the Wu people
did not join the modern migration of Chinese abroad
on any major scale, and W speakers have only a mi-
not representation in the overseas Chinese population.

The Wu language had its origin in Suzhou—one
of the cultural centers of the imperial period. The so-
ciolinguistic evolution of the W region, however, is
not well established. From the center of its origins, the
language spread to regions south of the lower Chang
River. It is a language that has gained importance be-
cause of the rise of Shanghai as a metropolitan center
and one of the treaty ports that was ceded to the West-
ern powers—Britain, France, and Germany.

Origins of Wu

The Chinese character for wu was possibly first ap-
plied to people living around the mouth of the Chang
River who spoke a non-Sinitic language that was
largely incomprehensible to those speaking the vari-
ous Sinitic sublanguages. The other meaning given to
the word w, and rarely so, is "“clamorous” or "yelling.”
This might be a reference to the rather loud and em-
phatic nature of the Wu people’s way of speaking. To
many early Han Chinese, the language might have also
sounded strident. The mention of the kingdom of Wu
first appeared in Chinese annals around the seventh
century BCE. Historical linguists have been uncertain
how to classify the ancient Wu dialect, which could
not yet be considered a Sinitic sublanguage at that
time. There is a widespread assamption that the lan-
guage is related to the Tai languages. But the proba-
bility is that it is more of a Sino-Tibetan language.
The kingdom of Wu started to adopt aspects of the
evolving Chinese culture during the Zhou dynasty
(1045-256 BCE). Subsequent warfare led to the com-
plete incorporation of the kingdom into the Sinitic po-
litical world.

Sinitic Wu culture is thought to have reached its
highest point during the Southern Song period (1 126
1279). This would have been the period when the
W region was at the geographical core of what has
been considered to be the most highly cultured state
in China, if not in the world. The Wu-speaking peo-
ple left a major legacy for human civilization. The
Southern Song, with its capital at present-day Hang-
zhou, played an important role in transmitting Bud-
dhism and other cultural and ardstic values to
neighboring countries such as Japan.
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